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1 . A compound of formula I or formula II 




ax 




in which 



en) 



5 A is selected from the group consisting of 





rand 

_ one of R, and R 2 is selected from H, OH and OCH 3 , and the other of R, and R 2 is selected 
from OH and OCH 3 ; 

one of R 3 and R* is selected from H, OH and OCH 3 , and the other of R 3 and R4 is selected 
'0 from OH and OCH 3 ; 

provided that at least one of the pairs R,, R 2 and R 3 , R, are both OH; 

R 5 is selected from OH and OCH 3 ; and 
denotes a single or double bond; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or prodrug thereof; 
is with die proviso that 




(a) when A is 

are both OH then R 2 is other than H: and 



or 




\jand R 3 and R4 




(b) when A is 

other than H or OCH 3 , 



and R 3 and R4 are both OH and R 2 is OCH 3j then R, is 



20 



t, 



2. A compound according to claim 1, wherein 
one of R, and R 2 is selected from H and OH, and the other of R, and R 2 is OH; 
one of R 3 and R, is selected from H and OH, and the other of R 3 and R, is OH;' 



* 
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provided that at least one of the pairs Rj. R2 and R3. R4 are both OH; 
R 5 is OH; and 

denotes a single or double bond. 

3. A compound according to claim 1 of the formula (1A) or (IIA) 





(IA), 

wherein A is as defined in claim 1 ; 
R 2 is H, and Ri is selected from OH and OCH 3 ; 
R 3 and R4 are. each OH; 
Rs is selected from OH and OCH3; and 
denotes a single or double bond. 

4. A compound according to claim 1 of the formula (IB) or (IIB) 



(IIA) 




(IB), 




(IIB) 



wherein A is as defined in claim 1 ; 
Ri and R2 are each OH; 
15 R3 is H, and R4 is selected from OH and OCH3; 
R5 is selecied from OH and OCH3; and 
denotes a singie or double bond. 

5. A compound according to claim 1 which is 5-hydroxy-O-demethylangolesin 
(5-hydroxy-O-Dma) [ 1 -(2,4 3 5-trihydroxyphenyl)-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-propan-l-one] 
20 having the structure (IV): 




OH 



(IV) 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof. 
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6. A compound according to claim 1 which is 3'-hydroxy-0-demethylangolesin 
(3-hydroxy-O-Dma) [ 1 -(2,4,dihydrox:yphenyl)-2-(3 ,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-propan- 1 -one] 
having the structure (V): 

HO^ ^OH 




OH 



OH 



(V) 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof. 

7. A compound according to claim 1 which is 3"-hydroxy-0- 
demethyldehydroangolesin (3'-hydroxydehydro-0-Dma) [l-(2,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-2- 
(3.4-dihydroxyphenyl)-prop-2-en-l-one] having the structure (VI): 

HO^ ^\ ,OH 




OH 



OH 



(VI) 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof. 

8. A compound according to claim 1 which is 3'-hydroxy-dihydrodaidzein 

having the structure (VII): 

HO^ O 




OH 



OH 



(VII). 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof. 

9. A compound according to claim 1 which is 1 -(2,4,5 -trihydroxypheny I)-2-(4- 
hydroxyphenyl)-prop-2-en-l-one having the structure (VIII): 



HO 



HO 



.OH 




OH 



(VIII); 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof. 
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1 0. A pharmaceutical composition comprising one or more compounds according 
to claim l, in association with one or more pharmaceutically acceptable carriers, 
adjuvants, diluents and/or excipients. 

11. A food or drink composition, which contains one or more compounds 
according to claim 1 . 

12. A method for the treatment, prophylaxis, amelioratwfdcfence against, and/or 
prevention of a condition selected from the group consistin/of menopausal syndrome; 
osteoporosis; rheumatic diseases; atherosclerosis; premenspual syndrome; coronary artery' 
spasm; vascular aUseases^uergere Disease; migraine /adaches; hypertension; benign 
prostatic hypertrophyj^anc^AI^heimeis diseaseyfnflarnmatbry diseases; baldness; 
psoriasis; acne; and diseases associated with oxidant stress; in a patient in need of said 
treatment, prophylaxis, amelioration, defence a J ittst , and/or prevention, which method 
comprises administering to said patient a therapeutically effective amount of one or more 
compounds according to claim 1, either /one or in association with one or more 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carriers, dihae/s, adjuvants and/or excipients. 

1 3. A method for the treatoefQfophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or 
prevention of a horn^d^endlt^dSfio^ in a patient in need of said treatment, 
prophylaxis, ameliorauon, defencl kga&st, an/or prevention, comprising administering 
to said patient a therapeutically eMtivc amount of one or more compounds according to 
claim 1, either alone or in ass^iajion^m one or more pharmaceutically acceptable 
carriers, diluents, adjuvants and^rtdtefplents. 

1 4. a method for the treatmtnt, prophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or 
prevention of a hmm^dependent condition in a patient in need of said treatment, 
prophylaxis, ameliorationj&efence against, and/or prevention, comprising administerine 
to said patient a therapeutically effective amount of one or more compounds of formula I 
or formula II I 

R 3 




in which 

A is selected frofn the group consisting of 



(ID 
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one of R, and R 2 is selected from H, OH and OCH 3 , anamie other of R| and R 2 is selected 
from OH and OCH 3 ; 

one of R 3 and R* is selected from H, OH and OCHj/and the other of R 3 and R4 is selected 
from OH and OCH 3 ; 
■ provided that at least one of the pairs Ri, R 2 and^Ra, R* are both OH; 
R5 is selected from OH and OCH 3 ; and 

denotes a single or double bond; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or/prodrug thereof; said compound or compounds 

being administered either alone or inf association with one or more pharmaceutically 

/ ■ 
acceptable earners, diluents, adjuvants and/or excipients. 

15. A method for the tre^rrremt, prophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or 

prevention of (eancei^irj a patieW u^Ieem of said treatment, prophylaxis, amelioration, 

defence against, and/or pre^ntion, comprising administering to said patient a 

therapeutically effective amourjt|of one^r more compounds of formula I or formula II 




CD. 

in which 

A is selected from tfie group consisting of 




(ii) 



o 



OH 




, and 




one of Ri and/R 2 is selected from H, OH and OCH 3 , and the other of R| and R 2 is selected 
from OH a^fl OCH 3 ; 

one of R 3 and R4 is selected from H, OH and OCH 3 , and the other of R 3 and R» is selected 
from OH and OCH 3 ; 

provided/that at least one of the pairs Ri, R 2 and R 3 , R, are both OH; 
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R5 is selected from OH and OCH 3 ; and 
~ denotes a single or double b( ^ndj^3-^ 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable saljK^Wrug thereof; said compound or compounds 
being administered either alone ^association with one or more pharmaceutically 
acceptable carriers, diluents, adjuraint§ and/or excipients. 

16. A methodNaccording to claim 13 or 14 wherein said hormone dependent 
condition is selected frofta the group consisting of hormone dependent cancers, hormone 

ependent cardiovascular disorders and hormone dependent menopausal disorders. 

17. The use of one or more compounds accord^Sg to claim 1 for the manufacture 
of a medicament for the treatment, amelioration, jfcfence against, prophylaxis and/or 
prevention of one or more conditions selected frojP the group consisting of menopausal 
syndrome; osteoporosis; rheumatic diseases; aperosclerosis; premenstrual syndrome; 
coronary artery spasm; vascular diseases; ifuergers Disease; migraine headaches; 
hypertension; benign prostatic hypertrophy^^^^>Alzheimers disease; inflammatory 
diseases; baldness; psoriasis; acne; and dise^es associated with oxidant stress. 

18. Use of one or more compounds according to claim 1 for the treatment, 
amelioration, defence against, prophylaxis and/or prevention of one or more conditions 
selected from the group consisting if menopausal syndrome; osteoporosis: rheumatic 
diseases; atherosclerosis; premcnsfrual syndrome; coronary artery spasm; vascular 
diseases; Buergers Disease; rnrgraine headaches; hypertension; benign prostatic 
hypertrophy ; ( qgnce r-) Alzheimerl disease; inflammatory diseases; baldness; psoriasis; 
acne; and diseases associated^M oxidant stress 

microbial cutmr^Dr a fSod or drink composition containing at least one - 
microbial strain which mic jj>ial strajfc is capable of producing one or more compounds 
according to claim 1 from dimdzeiri^uid/or glycitein. 

20. A method for^^re^Bnent, prophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or 
prevention of a ho rmonfe-de Bendent condition in a patient in need of said treatment, 
prophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or prevention, comprising administering ' 
to a subject a therapeutically effective amount of 6,7,4'~trihydroxyisoflavone 7 or, a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug thereof, either alone or in association with 
one or more pharmaceutically acceptable carriers, diluents, adjuvants and/or excipients. 
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The use^of 6,7,4' -trihydroxyisoflavone for the manufacture of a medicament 
for the treatment, prophylaxis, amelioration, defence against, and/or prevention of one 



or 



more conditions /selected from the group consisting of menopausal syndrome; 
osteoporosis; rheumatic diseases; atherosclerosis; premenstrual syndrome; coronary- artery 
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spasm; vascular diseas^;^6u^gers^)isease; migraine headaches; hypertension; benign 



leimers disease; inflammatory diseases; baldness; 
ith oxidant stress, 
yisoflavone for the manufacture of a medicament 
lelioration, defence against, and/or prevention of a 



prostatic hypertrophy;Csaneer; 
psoriasis; acne; and diseases asi 
22. The use of 6,7,4^1 
for the treatment, prophwaxi* 
hormone-dependent condition. 
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